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This bibliography includes selected reports and research studies on arts education in the schools.  They are all works published since 1999 and focus on works that are resources for developing and implementing arts education programs.  It is a selected list that covers a range of arts education issues that relate broadly to all art disciplines with important resources concerning best practices, advocacy, and policy issues and essential information about research findings.  The first part of the bibliography lists published studies and reports, many available on line, and includes a short list of related reading.  The second section is a list of national organizations that provide additional resources.

An Unfinished Canvas: Local Partnerships in Support of Arts Education in California. Woodworth, Katrina R.; Debbie H. Kim; Dana M. Petersen; Victoria Tse.  Menlo Park, CA: SRI International and the Hewlett Foundation, 2009. 
Based on case studies of partnerships between districts, schools, and arts organizations, highlights findings and lessons learned about partnership goals and design, instruction, teachers' capacity building, funding, and assessment and accountability.

Art Matters: Strategies, Ideas, and Activities to Strengthen Learning across the Curriculum.  Eileen  S. Prince.  Zephyr Press, 2002.

Art has a tremendous capacity to engage students, offering science, history, mathematics, social studies, and literature teachers alternative ways to reach their students. In high quality schools, art specialists work reciprocally with instructors in other disciplines to support each other's content. This education resource for ages 5 to 18, illustrates that the common ground among the various disciplines is so vast, and the possibilities for interaction so plentiful and varied, that a teacher of any course should find numerous, productive ways to integrate multiple subjects productively
The Art of Collaboration: Promising Practices for Integrating the Arts and School Reform.  Arts Education Partnership, 2008.

This second publication in the Arts Education Partnership’s research and policy brief series describes promising practices for building community partnerships that integrate the arts into urban education systems. The publication, which is the result of a roundtable conversation among the directors of eight of the demonstration sites participating in The Ford Foundation's Integrating the Arts and Education Reform Initiative, details the sites' early strategies and successes in the areas of organizational infrastructure; partnership development; integrated arts education; and communications and advocacy. 

The Arts Advantage: Expanding Arts Education in the Boston Public Schools. Julia 

Glittleman and Laura Perille. Boston, MA: Boston Foundation, 2009.  

This report contains new research about the state of arts education in Boston.  It provides a detailed picture of current offerings in the schools as well as a set of recommendations advanced by School Superintendent Carol R. Johnson, who has called for a greater commitment to equity and quality in arts in school, even as the current economic crisis is forcing cuts in schools budgets.  The report charts current strengths and gaps in arts education and calls for greater consistency against established benchmarks to measure progress toward integration of arts in school programs at every level. 

The Arts and School Reform: Lessons and Possibilities from the Annenberg Challenge Arts Projects.  Annenberg Institute for School Reform. 2003.

The three Annenberg Challenge Arts projects (in New York City, Minneapolis, and a national consortium of schools) fostered a civic commitment to arts education in their local schools and communities, which led to an expansion in local ownership and investment in arts education. The report offers insights from arts education for school reform practitioners (build reform from within; make excellence equitable) and lessons from standards-based reform for arts educators (rethink accountability; begin with permanence in mind). 

Arts at the Core: Recommendations for Advancing the Sate of Arts Education in the 21st Century.  National Task Force on the Arts in Education (NTFAE), 2009.

The NFTAE report confronts challenges to the state of the arts in education, identifies the many benefits of arts learning, and details eight key recommendations for advancing the place of the arts in American education. It outlines recommendations for making the arts a core component of American education.
Arts Education Advocacy Took Kit. The Kennedy Center Alliance for Arts Education Network. 2009. 
A 2009 Advocacy Tool Kit is available from the Kennedy Center and can be used for planning, organizing and implementing arts education advocacy efforts. The Tool Kit includes information on topics such as messaging, developing an advocacy plan, and the nine habits of effective arts education advocates. A companion video helps prepare advocates to make visits to their state and national legislators.  

Arts for Every Student:  Arts Education Resources Initiative.  Washington State Arts Commission, 2006.

This booklet offers research-based ideas and support for effective practices and specific agendas that principals, teachers, parents, school districts and community arts providers can 

Artful Thinking.  Traverse City, Michigan Area Public Schools, 2006.

 Artful Thinking is a program that was developed by Harvard Project Zero in collaboration with the Traverse City, Michigan Area Public Schools (TCAPS). The program was one component of a larger TCAPS grant from the US Department of Education that aimed at developing a model approach for integrating art into regular classroom instruction. The purpose of the Artful Thinking Program is to help teachers regularly use works of visual art and music in their curriculum in ways that strengthen student thinking and learning.
Arts Education for All:  Lessons from the First Half of the Ford Foundation’s National Arts Education Initiative, 2009. 

Provides an overview of an initiative to expand access to integrated arts education with partnership building, advocacy, and strategic communications activities. Discusses Ford’s theory of change, challenges, lessons learned, and case summaries.

Arts Integration Frameworks, Research and Practice: A Literature Review. April 2007 AEP.

This literature review is an essential resource for anyone involved in the research, theories, or methods and practices of arts integration. It covers what has been written between 1995 and 2007 in the U.S. and abroad and includes an historical overview, definitions and theoretical frameworks for arts integration, research and evaluation studies as well as methods and practices 

for each of the art forms.  

Champions of Change:  The Impact of the Arts on Learning, edited by Edward B. Fiske. Arts Education Partnership and The President’s Committee on the Arts and Humanities, 1999.

This report compiles seven major studies that provide new evidence of enhanced learning and achievement when students are involved in a variety of arts experiences.  It

identifies how involvement with the arts provides unparalleled opportunities for learning that enables young people to reach for and attain higher levels of achievement. The research provides examples of and evidence for why the arts should be more widely recognized for their current and potential contributions to the improvement of U.S. education.

Creativity, Innovation and Arts Learning:  Preparing All Students for Success in a Global Economy. Sandra S. Ruppert.  Arts Education Partnership, 2010.

This brief paper discusses the need to improve our education system “to ignite students imagination, foster their creative drive, stimulate innovative thinking and generate implementable new ideas” as vital to the long-term economic interests of our nation.”  It summarizes the efforts in five states to redesign programs for a 21st century education.
Critical Links:  Learning in the Arts and Student Academic and Social Development. Arts Education Partnership, 2002 .

This compendium summarizes and discusses 62 research studies that examine the effects of arts learning on students' social and academic skills. The research studies cover each of the art forms and have been widely used to help make the case that learning in the arts is academic, basic, and comprehensive.  

Critieal Evidence:  How the Arts Benefit Student Achievement. National Association of State Arts Agencies, 2006 

This booklet responds to the needs of arts professionals and nonprofessionals alike for fact-based and concise information that reflects the current state of knowledge about arts learning and student achievement. This publication serves 

as an update to Eloquent Evidence: Arts at the Core of Learning, which was 

published by NASAA in 1995 in collaboration with the AEP, the National Endowment1995. A primary source for the studies cited here is Critical Links (2002).

Designing the Arts Learning Community: a Handbook for K-12 Professional Development Planners.  LA County & SF Arts Commissions, Santa Clara County Office of Education, 2009.

Synthesizing extensive research of arts education practice across the United States, this handbook is a guide to designing arts education professional development for K-12 classroom teachers and provides a searchable database of 50 arts learning communities throughout the nation. 

Doing Well and Doing Good by Doing Art: The Effects of Education in the Visual and Performing Arts on the Achievements and Values of Young Adults. James S. Catterall, Los Angeles/London: Imagination Group/I‐Group Books, 2009.
Follows 12,000 18‐year olds originally studied in the 1999 AEP publication, Champions of Change, to age 26.  Finds significant advantages for arts‐ engaged low‐socioeconomic status students in college going, college grades, and types of employment, e.g. jobs with a future.   

Gaining the Arts Advantage: Lessons from School Districts that Value Arts Education, edited by Laura Longley. Washington, DC: President's Committee 

on the Arts and Humanities and Arts Education Partnership, 1999.  See also Gaining the Arts Advantage:  More Lessons from School Districts that Value Arts Education. AEP, 2000   

This is the first national study to look at arts education on the school district level. The study’s central finding from the educators who were interviewed is that “the single most critical factor in sustaining arts education in their schools is the active involvement of influential segments of the community in shaping and implementing the policies and programs of the district.” It explains that in districts with strong arts education, the community—broadly defined as parents and families, artists, arts organizations, businesses, local civic and cultural leaders and institutions—is actively engaged in the arts politics and instructional programs of the district. This central and most critical success factor—the community—is more explicitly broken down to describe formal and informal interactions:

Learning and the Arts: Crossing Boundaries. Americans for the Arts, 2000

This is the written report of the brief presentations made during a conference in 2000 by academic researchers, practicing leaders in education, and representatives from effective arts education programs.  It reflects some of the most useful thinking about arts education at the time.

Learning, Arts, and the Brain. Dana Foundation, 2008. 

Learning, Arts, and the Brain, a study three years in the making, is the result of research by cognitive neuroscientists from seven leading universities across the United States. In the Dana Consortium study, released in March 2008, researchers grappled with a fundamental question: Are smart people drawn to the arts or does arts training make people smarter? For the first time, coordinated, multi-university scientific research brings us closer to answering that question.  Learning, Arts, and the Brain advances our understanding of the effects of music, dance, and drama education on other types of learning. Children motivated in the arts develop attention skills and strategies for memory retrieval that also apply to other subject areas.

Neuroeducation: Learning, Arts, and the Brain, edited by Barbara Rich (Washington, DC: The Dana Foundation, 2009). 

This detailed report from the 2009 Johns Hopkins University Summit details the findings of The Dana Foundation’s Arts and Cognition Consortium—a group of nine investigators at seven universities exploring the relationship of arts training and transference to other cognitive abilities. This text continues the research that was reported in the 2008 publication, Learning, Arts, and the Brain. (See above entry.)

Planning An Arts-Centered School: A Handbook, Dana Foundation, 2002.

 This handbook is comprised of eighteen essays by artists and educators highlighting best practices and offering approaches from their varied experiences in the development of successful arts-centered schools. There is also a preface and an opening commentary.  The Handbook was designed to guide organizations in essential issues including: curriculum development, governance, funding, assessment, and community participation. Appendices offer valuable resource information. 
The Qualities of Quality:  Understanding Excellence in Arts Education and How to Achieve It.  Project Zero, 2009.

This study aims to synthesize what is currently understood about the critical elements of high quality arts teaching and learning and to identify effective strategies for creating those experiences for school-age youth in diverse settings.

Ready to Innovate:  Are Educators and Executives Aligned on the Creative Readiness of the Workforce? Key Findings.  The Conference Board, Americans for the Arts and the American Association of School Administrators, 2008.
To meet the challenges of tomorrow’s business environment, employers need the best talent they can find—employees with twenty-first-century basic and applied skills who are ready to transition from an industrial-based economy centered on the production of commodities to a knowledge-based economy focused on delivering services and highly customized products. This 4-page pamphlet is based on a larger study by the same title.  The study surveyed 155 U.S. business executives and 89 school superintendents and school leaders. The survey results reflect employers’ recognition that building an innovative workforce will depend on developing employees’ creative abilities. The survey also reveals that school superintendents recognize their own role in preparing tomorrow’s workers for a creative economy and that many of the educators’ perceptions about critical skills are consistent with those of employers.

Renaissance in the Classroom:  Arts Integration and Meaningful Learning, edited by Gail Burnaford, Arnold Aprill and Cynthia Weiss.  Mahway, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 2001.

This book invites readers to consider the possibilities for learning and growth when artists and arts educators come into a classroom and work with teachers to engage students in drama, dance, visual art, music, and media arts. It is a nuts-and-bolts guide to arts integration, across the curriculum in grades K-12, describing how students, teachers, and artists get started with arts integration, work through classroom curriculum involving the arts, and go beyond the typical "unit" to engage in the arts throughout the school year. The framework is based on six years of arts integration in the Chicago Arts Partnerships in Education (CAPE). 

Research-Based Communication Tool Kit. National Assembly of State Arts Agencies, 2006

This is a comprehensive document that brings together several components that advocates can use at state and local levels. Each component is research-based, drawing on careful reviews and analyses of research literature that confirm, explain and clarify the role of the arts in various significant policy contexts. The sample materials in the Tool Kit, prepared by a working committee of State Arts Agency Arts Education Managers, are meant to be “boilerplate” so that arts advocates can adapt them to their contexts and needs, quickly creating targeted, personalized advocacy messages.

Revitalizing Arts Education Through Community-Wide Coordination. Susan Bodilly and Catherine H. Augustine.  Rand Corportation, 2008. 

Initiatives to coordinate schools, cultural institutions, community-based organizations, foundations, and/or government agencies to promote access to arts education in and outside of schools have recently developed. This study looks at the collaboration efforts of six urban communities: how they started and evolved, the kinds of organizations involved, conditions that helped and that hindered coordination, and strategies used. The six communities are: Boston, Chicago, Dallas, Los Angeles County, New York City and Alameda County in Northern California.

Studio Thinking: The Real Benefits of Visual Art Education.  Hetland and Winner, Project Zero, 2007.

Many people believe that art education is important, but few can say exactly why. Here, at last, are the results of the first in-depth research on the habits of mind that are instilled by studying art-habits that the authors argue have positive impacts on student learning across the curriculum. Studio Thinking provides art teachers with a research-based language for describing what they intend to teach and what students learn. This language will help advocates explain arts education to policymakers, help art teachers develop and refine their teaching practices, and help educators in other disciplines learn from existing practices in arts education. 

Third Space: When Learning Matters.  2005. Arts Education Partnership. 

Third Space tells the riveting story of the profound changes in the lives of kids, teachers, and parents in ten economically disadvantaged communities across the country that place their bets on the arts as a way to create great schools. The schools become caring communities where kids - many of whom face challenges of poverty, the need to learn English, and to surmount learning difficulties - thrive and succeed and where teachers find new joy and satisfaction in teaching. 

The 21st Century Skills Map for the Arts.  Partnership for 21st Century Skills.  2010.

Partnership for 21st Century Skills has released a skills map for the arts which shows “how the three Rs and four Cs (critical thinking and problem solving, communication, collaboration and creativity and innovation) can be fused within arts curriculum. It provides examples that illustrate how the arts promote habits that cultivate curiosity, imagination, creativity and evaluation.  The map cites specific student outcomes and provides project examples for grades four, eight, and twelve,
RESEARCH REPORTS - OKLAHOMA ARTS EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
Oklahoma A+ Schools:  An Executive Summery of What the Research Tell Us, 2002-2009.  Oklahoma A+ Schools/University of Central Oklahoma, 2010.  

The A+ schools’ mission is to nurture creativity in every learner.  It represents a network of public and private schools throughout Oklahoma. It provides ongoing professional support, has an active research component and adheres to a set of eight A+ Essemtials.  The Executive Summary summarizes five volumes of reports.

Project CREATES: Summative Report of Research Findings: Learning through the Arts; 2007; New Forums Press, Inc; Stillwater, OK. (ISBN 10:1-58107-141-8) 

Project CREATES aims to transform traditional teaching through “arts-infused” curriculum for Tulsa public schools in need. Project CREATES is an acronym for “connecting community resources, encouraging all teachers to educate with spirit,” The arts are embedded into the core curriculum and used to help teachers reach all standards and benchmarks. This report is based on a five-year research study.

RELATED READING

Why Our Schools Need the Arts.  Jessica Hoffman Davis.  2008.

This inspiring book leads the way to a new kind of advocacy—one that stops justifying the arts as useful to learning other subjects, and argues instead for the powerful lessons that the arts, like no other subject, teach our kids. Jessica Hoffmann Davis, a leading voice in the field of arts education, offers a set of principles and tools that will be invaluable to advocates already ,working hard to make the case and secure a strong place for the arts in education. She also reaches out to those who care deeply about education but have yet to consider what the arts uniquely provide. This book is for anyone willing to brave a new terrain in which the arts are finally embraced without apology!

Efland, Arthur D., Art and Cognition: Integrating the Visual Arts in the Curriculum. Teachers College Press, 2002. 

An examination of the cognitive implications of education in the arts to see how, or whether, individuals can develop their powers of thought more fully through widening their understanding of the arts. The author discusses three problems that can affect the status of arts within the classroom.

Eisner, Elliot W., The Arts and the Creation of Mind. Yale University Press, 2004.
In this eloquent book, Eisner presents strong arguments for the inclusion of aesthetics as a core element of the school curriculum for all children. He firmly addresses assessment and evaluation in the arts, proposing a shift from the evaluation of outcomes to the evaluation of process. He also recommends an ongoing practice of criticism, engaged in by students and teachers together in the classroom, with the intention of improving both student work and programs of instruction. 

Fowler, Charles, Strong Arts, Strong Schools: The Promising Potential and Shortsighted Disregard of the Arts in American Schooling. 

Education, like so many other aspects of our society, is defined more and more narrowly in terms of economics. As school budgets are slashed, arts programs are all too often judged expendable, as though creative writing, music, the visual arts, media, dance, and theater are somehow frivolous or, worse, suspect or decadent. Fowler, a music educator and arts activist, explains--explicitly, forcefully, and convincingly--why the arts are, in fact, crucial not only to education but to the health of society as a whole. 
Pink, Daniel,  A Whole New Mind:  Moving from the Information Age to the Conceptual Age.  Riverhead Press, 2005.

A Whole New Mind, charts the rise of right-brain thinking in modern economies and explains the six abilities individuals and organizations must master in an out-sourced and automated world. 
Education in the 21st Century. Chicago, Columbia Center for Arts Policy. 2004.

By examining the role of the arts in education, investigating the cognitive benefits of learning in the arts, and suggesting practical solutions for improving education and learning, Putting the Arts in the Picture seeks to demonstrate that arts education is an effective strategy for improving education and learning opportunities for children and young people. In cities like Chicago, Minneapolis, and Boston, arts integrated schools are defying educational odds and expectations.  It contains articles by a number of authors writing from differing perspectives.  
Robinson, Ken, Out of Our Minds:  Learning to be Creative.  Capstone, 2001.

This groundbreaking and inspirational book argues that organizations everywhere are trying to fix a problem that originates in schools and universities. He argues too for radical changes in how we should think about our own intelligence and creativity- and in how we should educate our children and each other to meet the extraordinary challenges of living and working in the 21st century.

Informational Resources

Americans for the Arts Americans for the Arts is the nation’s leading nonprofit organization for advancing the arts in America. With 45 years of service, we are dedicated to representing and serving local communities and creating opportunities for every American to participate in and appreciate all forms of the arts.

American String Teachers Association Music enthusiasts and advocates will not want to miss this online music advocacy resource.

A+ Schools Network This site provides a model arts integration curricula.

Artsedge The National Arts and Education network provides tools to develop interdisciplinary curricula, including professional development resources and guidelines for assessment.

Arts Education Parternership This national coalition is the primary source of research and publications about arts education.

Keepartsinschools.org March is Arts Education Month and Keepartsinschools.org has the tools advocates need to voice their support. An empowering new toolkit will help advocates, educators and organizations take effective steps to make sure every child gets the well-rounded, quality education they deserve. The toolkit features talking points as well as “3 Things You Can Do During Arts Education Month.” A new poll shows strong voter support for arts in schools as a way to boost innovation and U.S. competitiveness in the world economy.

Kennedy Center Alliance for Arts Education This national coalition of state affiliates offers a Community Audit for Arts Education, allowing districts to assess the state of their arts education program.

Music for All Music for All is dedicated to providing access to valuable information and resources to support music and the arts in education and communities.

National Art Education Association This professional organization promotes professional development, advocacy, publications and research.

National Association for Music Education (MENC) MENC offers music educators information, conferences, networking and professional development. Their National Anthem Project raises awareness about the importance of supporting and funding school music programs.

National Endowment for the Arts The National Endowment for the Arts provides research and publications, including a printed toolkit upon request.

National Guild of Community Schools of the Arts The National Guild of Community Schools of the Arts aims to make high quality arts education available to every interested child and adult in the United States. The Guild’s national network encompasses arts education organizations, professionals, volunteers, and philanthropic supporters. In concert with this network, the Guild researches and promotes best practices, provides opportunities for professional  development and dialogue, and advocates for broad access.

Oklahoma A+ Schools. http://www.aplusok.org This Okahoma A+ newtwork connects enriching relevant opportunities and partnerships to 60 school across the state.

SupportMusic.com Led by NAMM and MENC, SupportMusic.com is a public service which intends to critically impact resolve and support for music education in local communities around the United States.

U.S. Department of Education The Office of Innovation and Improvement provides resources on arts-related topics. A monthly e-newsletter, The Education Innovator, highlights promising programs.

